Malignant pleural mesothelioma: newer aspects of carcinogenesis, molecular genetics, and prospects for future therapies.
Malignant pleural mesothelioma (MPM) is an asbestos-related disease which, although rare, is having a major social impact, and is, for the majority of cases, an incurable illness. There has been a surge of information regarding data on mesothelial transformation, mesothelioma molecular genetics and somatic gene therapy for this disease. This report summarizes the most recent investigations attempting to characterize the behaviour, on a cellular and molecular level, of MPM, with an emphasis on data from investigations performed at the National Cancer Institute with our collaborators.